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Name: _________________________ Primary Social Security #______________________

Address: _________________________ Spouse's Social Security #_____________________

_________________________

_________________________
Employer Identification Number (EIN) if Bus. Liability

Daytime Phone #__________________ #_________________________

List all years and/or quarters with tax liabilities______________________________________
                                                                   ______________________________________
Indicate with a check which type of tax is owed:
(   )  1040- Personal     (   )  941- Business         (   ) Civil Penalty

To date, have these liabilities been paid?
If yes, what month/year were they paid?

Take your time to answer the following questions. Refer to the period for which the tax 
liabilities were incurred when answering these questions.   

Remember:
1.) Be as descriptive as possible to strengthen your case.
2.) A brief or ambiguous statement will result in a weak argument.  Detail is important! 
     Give answers in "Time line" style and please include dates where possible.
3.) Information that does not DIRECTLY reflect or relate to the tax liability should not be 
     included on this questionnaire.

PENALTY ABATEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE
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1. Were you a victim of embezzlement or other type of theft?
 
If so, what year?

Were the police notified and a police report filed?

Was there any legal action taken against the suspected party?

What was the outcome? Was the suspected party guilty and punished by the authorities?

2. Were you the victim of a storm, tornado, riot, fire or other natural disaster beyond your control?

If so, what year?

Was your situation part of a "Federal Disaster Area?"

What were the circumstances which caused you to fall delinquint on your taxes?

3. Did your bookkeeper, tax preparer or accountant subject you with bad accounting advice?

Accountants Name:                                                        City and State of Practice:

Explain the circumstances and information the tax advisor gave that preceeded this situation?

What date did they're consultation begin?

Is this tax advisor still contracted or employed by you?
If No, when was employment or contract terminated? Date?

4. Were your records destroyed or lost?

How were they destroyed or lost?

Which tax years were included in the destroyed or lost records?

5. Were you, or a family member involved in a serious injury or accident?

Did you or a family member suffer from a serious ailment?

If Yes, when did this problem occur?  What date?

Give a detailed narrative on the extent and length of your injury and/or disability?
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How was your ability to remain compliant with your taxes affected?

6. Did you have serious financial problems or file for bankruptcy?

If a bankruptcy was filed, what year(s) were included?

Please check one:      (  ) Chapter 7          (  ) Chapter 11          (  ) Chapter 13       

What were the circumstances leading to your financial problems?
(Eg. Loss of job,  recession, unpaid accounts receivable, failed contracts, etc.)

7. Have you suffered the death of a close or immediate family member?

What is the name and relationship of the deceased?

What year did this person die?

8. Did you and your spouse go through a separation or divorce?

How long did the process of divorce take?

When was the divorce finalized?

Was the settlement and/or court proceedings financially overwhelming?

If yes, please explain?

9. Did you or a family member have a drug or alcohol problem?

Did you/they go through a recovery program?

When (year) did you/they finally sober up?

10. Were you caring for someone who is not able to care for themselves?

Person cared for :

Reason for care given:

What year/s was care given:

What percentage of your income was spent giving this care? 

How did this affect your income and lifestyle?
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Were you on a fixed income or retired?

11. Did you suffer from undue stress, mental depression, bipolar disorder or any other psychological
problem/disorder?

What type of Affliction?

Did you seek treatment?

Where were you treated?  What year/s was treatment received?

Was treatment given through in-patient or out-patient style?
Eg.( If you were able to go for treatments and then immediately go home your treatment was 
outpatient)

12. Were you unemployed for a extended period of time?  If so, what were the years and/or lengths
of unemployment?

Reason for unemployment?

13. Were you filing a new tax for for the first time? Example: you form a new business or 
receive an early retirement?  Give explanation.

Were you a subcontractor ( on 1099) for the first time?

If yes, what tax year did you begin working as a subcontractor?

14. Were you involved in litigation or a lawsuit?  If so, what year?

For what reason were you in court?

What was the outcome of your case?

15. Did you share responsibility of this tax liability with another party such as a current or prior 
business partner or estranged spouse?

If this is a shared liability, did you receive any benefit from his/her income during the years the 
liability was incurred?

16. Do you think that the IRS has wrongfully accused you of this liability and that you are innocent
and should receive full release from this burden?        
If so, why?

If none of the above questions apply to your situation and circumstances, how did you get into 
tax trouble?
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                    HISTORICAL FACT SHEET FOR PENALTY ABATEMENT 

1. Please explain why you owe taxes and the circumstances which caused this.
DETAIL IS IMPORTANT!!!!!!!

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Give your explanation in a "time line" style, and include dates where possible.

PTR7
Typewritten text
2. Please give an example on how have you been an outstanding taxpayer.


